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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with strikothrough . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please ADD claim 19 in accordance with the following: 

1 . (Original) A disk clamp of a hard disk drive to affix a magnetic disk that stores 
data to a spindle motor of the hard disk drive, the disk clamp comprising: 

a pressing portion formed along an outer circumference of the disk clamp at an edge 
portion, to press an upper surface of the disk in a vertical direction; 

a stress distribution portion formed inside the pressing portion and having a profile with a 
curved shape bulged upward to distribute stress applied to the disk; and 

a plurality of screw coupling holes into which screws are inserted to be coupled to an 
upper end portion of the spindle motor and provided at a predetermined distance in a 
circumferential direction inside the stress distribution portion. 

2. (Original) The disk clamp as claimed in claim 1, wherein the pressing portion has 
a profile having a curved shape bulged downward. 

3. (Original) The disk clamp as claimed in claim 2, wherein a radius of the curved 
shape of the stress distribution portion is greater than or equal to a radius of the curved shape of 
the pressing portion. 

4. (Original) The disk clamp as claimed in claim 2, wherein the pressing portion is 
continuously formed at the stress distribution portion. 

5. (Original) The disk clamp as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the disk clamp has a 
same thickness throughout an entire portion of the disk clamp. 
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6. (Original) The disk clamp as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the disk clamp has a 
dome shape with a center portion bulged upward as a whole and, when the disk clamp is 
coupled to the spindle motor by the screws, the disk clamp is flattened as a whole, 

7. (Original) The disk clamp as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the disk clamp is 
manufactured by press processing a metal material having a predetermined elasticity. 

8. (Original) A disk clamp of a hard disk drive, the disk clamp comprising: 

a substantially S-shaped edge portion to press an upper surface of a disk in a vertical 
direction and distribute stress applied to the disk; and 

an inner portion having a plurality of apertures circumferentially arranged at 
predetemnined distances inside the substantially S-shaped edge portion. 

9. (Original) A disk clamp of a hard disk drive, the disk clamp comprising: 

a substantially wave-shaped edge portion to press an upper surface of a disk in a vertical 
direction and distribute stress applied to the disk; and 

an inner portion having a plurality of apertures circumferentially arranged at 
predetermined distances inside the substantially wave-shaped edge portion. 

10. (Original) The hard disk drive disk clamp of claim 9, wherein the inner portion of 
the disk clamp is coupled by screws via the apertures to an upper end portion of a spindle motor 
of the hard disk drive. 

11 . (Original) The disk clamp as claimed in claim 9, wherein an outer portion of the 
substantially wave-shaped edge portion is a pressing portion with a profile having a substantially 
curved shape with at least one bulge downward. 

12. (Original) The disk clamp as claimed in claim 11, wherein an inner portion of the 
substantially wave-shaped edge portion is a stress distribution portion with a profile having a 
substantially curved shape with at least one bulge upward. 



Serial No. 10/617,172 

13. (Original) The disk clamp as claimed in claim 12, wherein a radius of the 
substantially curved shape of the stress distribution portion is greater than or equal to a radius of 
the substantially curved shape of the pressing portion. 

14. (Original) The disk clamp as claimed in claim 12, wherein the pressing portion is 
continuously formed at the stress distribution portion. 

15. (Original) The disk clamp as claimed in claim 9, wherein the disk clamp has a 
same thickness throughout an entire portion of the disk clamp. 

16. (Original) The disk clamp as claimed in claim 9, wherein the disk clamp has a 
dome shape with a center portion bulged upward as a whole and, when the disk clamp is 
coupled to a spindle motor by screws, the disk clamp is flattened as a whole. 

17. (Original) The disk clamp as claimed in claim 9, wherein the disk clamp is 
manufactured by press processing a metal material having a predetermined elasticity. 

18. (Original) A disk clamp of a hard disk drive to affix a magnetic disk that stores 
data to a spindle motor of the hard disk drive, the disk clamp comprising: 

a pressing portion formed along an outer circumference of the disk clamp at an edge 
portion, to press an upper surface of the disk in a vertical direction; 

a stress distribution portion formed inside the pressing portion and having a profile with a 
curved shape bulged upward to form a dome portion to distribute stress applied to the disk, and 
having a plurality of screw coupling holes into which screws are inserted to couple the disk 
clamp to an upper end portion of a spindle motor, the screw coupling holes being provided at a 
predetermined distance in a circumferential direction inside the stress distribution portion, 

wherein, when the disk clamp is coupled to the spindle motor by the screws, the disk 
clamp is flattened as a whole. 

19. (New) A disk clamp, comprising: 

a pressing portion formed at an outer circumferential portion of the disk clamp, to press 
an upper surface of a disk in a vertical direction; 
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a stress distribution portion formed at the inner side the pressing portion and having a 
profile curved upward to form a dome portion to distribute stress applied to the disk; and 

a plurality of screw coupling holes into which screws are inserted to couple the disk 
clamp to an upper end portion of a spindle motor, the screw coupling holes being provided inside 
the stress distribution portion. 

wherein when the disk clamp is coupled to the spindle motor by the screws, the disk 
clamp is flattened. 



